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December 2022 

                Drive-Thru Nativity 
 Sunday, December 4th 

6:30 pm - 7:30 pm 

 

Children’s Program 
Sunday, December 11th 

9:30 am followed by breakfast 

 

Candlelight Worship  
Friday, December 24th  

4:30 pm & 7:00 pm 

 

Christmas Day Worship 
Sunday, December 25th  

9:30 am 
No Bible Study 

 

New Year’s Eve Worship 
Saturday, December 31st    

4:30 pm 

 

New Year’s Day Worship 

Sunday, January 1st    
9:30 am 

Celebrating the Circumcision and Naming of Jesus 
No Bible Study 
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FROM PASTOR’S HEART 

     As Thanksgiving appears in our rear-view mirrors 
of time, we’re now full-bore into the Christmas sea-
son.  Radio stations are playing Christmas music.  The 
Hallmark channel is now wall-to-wall Christmas mov-
ies.  Homes, offices, and classrooms are being deco-
rated with trees, lights, ribbons, and candy canes.  This 
is my daughter’s favorite time of the year and me too.  
I especially love seeing the church sanctuary with the 
rich blue of Advent and the bright white of Christmas 
and our lovely nativity set to really make the scene. 
     But for many, although the radio is playing Bing 
Crosby’s “I’m dreamin’ of a white Christmas,” what 
they really feel like is Elvis’ “I’ll have a blue Christ-
mas,”  The joy of Christmas is masked by feeling 
blue.  It happens for many reasons: the loss of employ-
ment, a serious illness, or perhaps the bluest reason of 
all, because they are grieving the death of a loved one.  
Instead of feeling “Joy to the World,” they struggle 
with grief, fear, anxiety, sorrow, and despair. 
     You probably know someone who is feeling blue 
this holiday season.  You might be tempted to avoid 
that individual or family because “I don’t want to 
make them sad” or “I don’t know what to say.”  Oth-
ers go the opposite direction, trying to cheer them up, 
but if we’re honest, the reason for that is so that we’re 
less uncomfortable with them.  These are natural reac-
tions, either avoiding the which is uncomfortable or 
trying to change it to be less uncomfortable.  But if 
you find yourself feeling either avoidance or discom-
fort, consider your friend, family member, or cowork-
er for a minute and their feelings.  What can you do 
for him or her this Christmas season? 
     Before you do anything, begin with prayer, that the 
Lord guides your words and heart as you seek to serve 
this hurting, grieving brother or sister in Christ.  Then, 
show up and be present, no matter how uncomfortable 
you might be.  Call, send a card or letter (yes, with a 
stamp!), email or text, or better yet, visit with them 
face to face. 
     Don’t try to solve or stop the pain.  You can’t make 
it go away.  It’s not yours to take away.  It’s a left-
handed blessing, but the hurt is there because of their 
love for the one who is now with the Lord Jesus.  
Simply listen with genuine care, compassion, and con-
cern. 
     Let them lead the conversation.  Silence is power-
ful.  Honor their silence with your own.  In that si-
lence, be fully present, and pray for them and the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit.  They may get angry.  
Recognize that it’s probably not directed at you, but it 
might be vented to you.  It’s the situation: Christmas is 
going to very, sadly, different.  Don’t take that person-

ally, you’re not the enemy.  You are their friend who 
is sitting with them and caring to listen. 
     It they are confused and seeking answers (why 
me?, why did this happen?) don’t feel you have to 
give a proof-positive answer.  If it is asked, “Why is 
God doing this to me?” this isn’t a denial of faith but a 
real struggle of faith.  God has big shoulders.  An hon-
est, “I don’t know” said in compassion means a lot.  
They may blame God for their loved one’s death.  It 
may not be the time or place to offer a theological an-
swer of what happened.  If you’re comfortable speak-
ing to it, do so gently. 
     Don’t be afraid of tears.  Don’t tell them not to cry.  
Even Jesus wept.  Hold their hand, give them a hug, or 
cry with them.  Yes, men, that includes you. 
     Don’t offer easy, trite, or hollow encouragement.  
Here’s an easy test: If you are saying something to try 
to make yourself feel better (“I need to say some-
thing…”), don’t say it.  Examples include, “It was 
God’s plan,” “It’ll be better tomorrow,” “You can al-
ways find another job,” “It wasn’t supposed to be,” or 
“You shouldn’t be this way.” 
     But, most of all, speak the Word to them.  Remind 
them of the truth of Christmas.  Remind them that 
Christ is their Savior; that He came to rescue them 
from this world of pain and agony and loss; that Jesus 
was a human and knows fully their sense of loss and 
fear; that Jesus is with them even in their struggles.  
Recognize their pain, but also remind of their need to 
trust God’s promises even in the middle of that pain. 
     Finally, ask if you can pray with them before you 
leave.  Ask what they want to pray for, you might be 
surprised by the answer.  Then, continue to pray for 
them when you get home.  Stay in touch with them 
through the Christmas season and into the New Year. 
     Dare to step out of your comfort zone.  Be brave 
and sit and listen.  You might not “make all their 
Christmases be white,” but you might help make it a 
little less blue. 
     There is much to read in this issue of Cross Talk.  
Take time to read through it.  Particularly, I want to 
mention the article on the next page from Tom Rainer 
of Church Answers.  I asked, “When does our service 
to God end?”  The answer, of course, is when God 
calls us home.  I also want to draw your attention to 
our Christmas / New Year Worship Schedule found on 
the cover of this newsletter. 
 In the words of Tiny Tim, “God bless us, one and 
all.” 
 
Pastor Alsen   
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Bettye Powell 

Annual holiday community meal 

Monday, December 12th, 2022 
 

The Yoakum Ministerial Alliance is sponsoring its yearly Annual Holiday Com-
munity Meal on Monday, December 12th at the Yoakum Community Center.  The 
traditional holiday meal is free of charge and will be served from 11:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m.  Take-out plates will be delivered or can be picked up for homebound 
citizens starting at 10:00 a.m.  Dine-in will not be available this year.   
 
We are asking for the support of the community once again to make this a continued success.  Please contact 
Carl O’Neill at (361) 293-6062 or your local church pastor if you can help with donations of money, food or 
services.  Make checks payable to “Ministerial Alliance”, ref: Community Meal & mail to 118 Kimberly.   
 
The Ministerial Alliance would like to thank everyone for their ongoing support toward this effort.  Together 
we can continue working to make a difference in our community, particularly to those less fortunate. 

 

Four Words of a Dying Church:  “I’ve Done My Time” 

 Many, if not most, churches struggle to find volun-
teers.  This challenge is not new, but it has been exac-
erbated since the pandemic.  Some of the reasons for 
members declining to volunteer are understandable.  
But some are not.  Perhaps the most unbiblical reason 
for no longer serving in a church are those four deadly 
words: “I’ve done my time.”  Indeed, if many of your 
church members are responding with these words, 
your church may not be on the descent to death.  Here 
are five reasons why that is the case: 
 
1. Ministry in the local church does not have an 

expiration date.  From Acts 2 to Revelation 3, the 
entirety of that large swath of Scripture is either 
about a local church, to a local church, or in the 
context of a local church.  There are no church 
members talking about “doing their time” in those 
books of the Bible. 

2. Those four words sound like a prison sentence.  
Ministry should be a joy, not a period where we 
are doing obligatory and cumbersome work.  
When you hear those words from a church mem-
ber, you are likely hearing from someone who has 
not learned the joy of serving. 

3. The Bible is clear that all members are to do 
ministry.  Read 1 Corinthians 12 again.  Paul re-
minds us in 12:27: “All of you together are 
Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it.”  The 
text is clear that everyone (“all of you together”) 
must be involved in ministry.  If any member is 
not functioning, the church as a whole suffers.  

There are no members of the Corinthian church on 
the sidelines because they’ve “done their time.” 

4. Those four words are demoralizing to church 
leaders and active church members.  When 
church members declare “they’ve done their time,” 
other church members have to take up the slack.  It 
is understandably frustrating for a committed 
church member to hear other church members de-
clare they are AWOL from doing ministry in the 
body of Christ. 

5. Most often those four words are accompanied 
with the baggage of bad attitudes.  A church 
member who stops serving because he or she ahs 
done their time is typically a church member who 
has an entitlement attitude.   Now that they have 
served for a season, they expect the church to 
serve them.  It’s analogous to a husband telling his 
wife that he has served her sufficiently, and that 
she must serve him for the rest of their marriage.  
That scenario does not end well. 

 
 If a significant number of church members declare, 
“I’ve done my time,” the church is in trouble.  Indeed, 
the church may be dying.  The body of Christ de-
scribed in 1 Corinthians 12 is a functioning body with 
all the members carrying out their roles.  Once the 
members declare they are finished, the church is fin-
ished.  We’ve seen this sad story play out too many 
times, “I’ve done my time” are truly the four words of 
a dying church. 
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Poinsettias are once again available for order to decorate our altar 
for Christmas.  The cost this year is $12 each.   
 
The deadline for signing up and paying is Sunday, December 
4th. 

THANK YOU COUNCIL  

MEMBERS!! 
 

Those who have served in 2022… 

Thomas Bland 

Gery Maneth 

Verlene Mikulenka 

 

And those who have agreed to serve 

in 2023… 

Jody Maneth 

Danielle Webb 

Debra Vinklarek 

BLOOD DRIVE! 
 

Sunday, December 11th 

8:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Please call the church office to  

schedule a time to donate. 

361-293-3033 

Walk-ins are also welcome! 

God’s hands Our life is like the dial of a clock. 
The hands are God’s hands, pass- ing over and 
over again — the short hand of discipline and 
the long hand of mercy. Slowly and surely, the 
hand of discipline must pass, and God speaks at 
each strike. But over and over passes the hand of 
mercy, showering down sixtyfold of blessing for 
each stroke of discipline or trial. And both hands 
are fastened to one secure point: the great, un-
changing heart of a God of love.  
 
—Virginia Brandt Berg 
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DISTRICT NEWS!! 

How Do You View the 
World? 

I recently attended PLI Leadership’s Discipleship to Missional Community (D2MC) training and was 
asked this question: “How do you view the world?” That’s not something any of us probably think 
about apart from being specifically asked! The presenter went on to describe two common perspec-
tives that Christians typically adopt and proposed a third one that might better reflect the life of a dis-
ciple of Jesus. 

GOD ← YOU → WORLD 

We are tempted to understand the world simply as the forces that oppose God. God is on one side, 
the world is on the other, and the Christian is in the middle. With this worldview, you find yourself in 
the tension of either turning towards God or towards the world. This is the whole devil on one shoul-
der and angel on the other sort of picture! This perspective leads Christians to see the world as dan-
gerous and develop a separatist culture to better reflect the life that we believe God is calling us to 
live. Unfortunately, this approach makes it difficult to share Jesus with the world. 

GOD → YOU → WORLD 

Another common way that Christians understand our relationship between God and the world is as 
God’s ambassadors and missionaries to the world. The world is opposed to God, but God is on a 
mission to redeem the world and God needs us to reach the world. Those who follow Jesus are sent 
out to share God’s love with the world. This worldview can lead to Christians to see our role as cen-
tral and essential to God’s redemptive plan for the world. The problem with this is that we can begin 
to see ourselves as too important. This is reflected in statements shared by Bill Hybels and others 
that the church is God’s “Plan A” for the salvation of the world and there is no “Plan B”. 

YOU → GOD → WORLD 

A third alternative worldview was also proposed: What if we viewed the world through God as re-
flected in the life of Jesus? In Matthew 9:36 as Jesus surveyed the crowds in all their lostness he 
was full of compassion, not condemnation or judgement. While the world is opposed to God and 
God is on a mission to redeem the world, his plan for doing so centers in Jesus, not you or me. But 
God does have a plan and a purpose for us, too: We are called to join Jesus in his love and compas-
sion for the world, adopting his posture and perspective as we share the Good News of Jesus. 
 
What would change in your life if you adopted this third worldview with God at the center of it? What 
ways might you better reflect Jesus’ care and compassion for the world? How can your church better 
share Jesus with the world that he died for?  

Pastor Bryce Formwalt is the Director of Mission Growth for the LCMC Texas District.  Feel 
free to contact him with any questions or comments: 512-942-7776 or bryce@lcmctexas.org.   

mailto:bryce@lcmctexas.org
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The church  

office will be 

closed DEC. 

23rd & 26th 

for CHRISTMAS 

and Dec. 30th 

& Jan. 2nd for 

New year’s. 

DRIVE-THRU NATIVITY 
Dec. 4th, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

 Experience a trip to Bethlehem by driving through the Live Nativity, 
which will be held Sunday, Dec. 4th from 6:30-7:30 p.m.  Enter the Drive-
thru from Nelson Street and exit onto Hwy 77A.  
 
 We can always use more people to play parts, along with setting up and 
taking down.  Please speak with Carol Pugh or Debra Vinklarek if you can 
participate or contact Tommy McCabe if you can help with set-up (Sat. 
8:30 am) or take down (Mon. 8:30 am). 

The 2023 Offering 
Envelopes are now 
available for you to 
pick up in the Nar-
thex.  Thank you! 

Attn: Committee Leaders! 
 
Annual reports are due in the 
church office by Jan. 15th.  
You may bring them by the 
office or email them to  
Susan at 
staff@holycrossyoakum.org 

2023 Sign up sheets 
for Altar  

Flowers,  Radio 
Broadcasts &  

Bulletins are available 
in the Church Narthex 

or you may call the 
church office. 

Bible Study Opportunities 

 

Classes take place on Tuesdays at 4:00 pm & 

Sundays at 10:45 am. 

Join us as we learn from key strategies for help-

ing churches be more effective that it’s not 

about what you do but who you are and who 

you will become. 

Donations and of-
ferings MUST be 
received by Jan. 8th 
in order to be 
counted with the 
2022 donations. 

Golden Nuggets  

Please join us on Tuesday, December 13th at 11:30 a.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall for fun, fellowship and great food!!  Everyone 
55+ is welcome to join us!  Please note that because of the holi-
days, it has been moved up to the second Tuesday of the month 
for December only.  *Please sign up no later than Sun, Dec. 11th 
if you plan to attend. 
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Lutheran Church Women 
 

 

LCW Upcoming 
Events 

 
Christmas Party 

Thurs., Dec. 1st 
 

Bible Study 
Every Tuesday 

4:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall 
 

No Quilting 
in December 

LLA will have an angel tree set up in the church 
Narthex to help support the teachers with bad-
ly needed supplies.  They are asking that those 
who wish to participate take an angel, purchase 
some or all of the items written on it, wrap the 
gift and bring it to the church office with a 
note as to who it is for. Donations are also wel-
come.  The deadline is Monday, Dec. 19th. 
You DO NOT have to buy everything on the list 
if you don’t want to. 
These are merely suggestions of things the 
teachers could use. 

LCW Christmas Party!  
 

Thursday, Dec. 1 
Meet at the church at 10:30 a.m., we will leave at 

11:00 and carpool to Bahnhof Café in Cuero. 
(located at 213 W. Main St.) 

$10.00 Christmas Ornament gift exchange  
Wrap your gift with no name. 
RSVP to Jan at 361-293-7711 

by Sunday, Nov. 27th, 
or sign up on the sheet in the church office. 

 The meeting was called to order at 
2:00 pm by President Jan Boehm.  
Thirteen ladies and Pastor Wenzel 
were in attendance. 
 Pastor Wenzel gave the devotional 
and also our prayer. 
 Our guest, Becky Borchers, showed 
slides and spoke on Historical build-
ings in Yoakum.  To be eligible for 
historical designation, a building must 
be at least 50 years old and retain most 
of its original integrity.   
Birthday recognition:  Pastor Wenzel . 
Committee Reports 
Quilters:  They are still in need of 
more volunteers 
Women’s Spiritual Retreat:  Nov. 12  
Presently there are 37 registered 
Old business:   
• Officers and ideas for next year etc.  

The final day is Dec. 3rd, 2022.    
• A gift card of $50 to HEB was given 

to Pastor and Susan.   
• Poinsettias are $12 each.  The last 

day to order is December 4.    

New business:   

• The Thanksgiving Community Ser-
vice will be at Holy Cross at 5:30 
pm.  Dessert donations are need-
ed.    

• The LCW Christmas Party will be 
Dec. 1.  See below for details. 

• The Betty Powell Community Din-
ner will be Monday, Dec. 13 at the 
Community Center.  $50 donation 
to be given. 

• Shirly Kuehn, Donna Macha, Cindy  
  Gasch, and Audrey Schindler will 
  be recognized Nov. 12, for their  
  years of service to the church. 
Hostesses for today are Jan Boehm and 
Stephanie Almand.   
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jody Maneth, Secretary 
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Summary of Women’s Retreat 
San Ducerro Winery 11/12/22 

Comments 
• Date - Saturday was great 
• Location - Great wine, beautiful place. 
• Activities - Great ice breaker. 
• Food - Unbelievable.  Ate way too much. 
• Cost - Would have paid more.  Great. 
• Speaker - Angela is a gifted speaker and amazing 

lady but was hard to hear what she said. Left me 
feeling good about myself. 

 
What did you like best? 
 
Great message and speaker!  Learning to know peo-
ple.  Smallness.  Interaction created by activities.   
Fellowship and story sharing. Atmosphere.  She salt. 
 
 

 
 
 
What will you remember? 
 
Purpose over perfection.  Take time for self.  Sharing 
and making new friends in Jesus.  It’s OK to be busy 
or not busy.  Connect more to myself and God.  OK to 
ask for help.  Sisterhood.  Sharing, salt, & speech. 
 
How did you leave feeling empowered? 
 
Able to hear God’s importance in my life.  Feeling 
connected and being an apostle, sharing God’s mes-
sage.  Appreciate Bible references and speaker related 
to real-life activity.  Gave me ideas, insight, and reas-
surance to add more consistency in my life. 

TRIALS AND ILLNESS 
• Debbie Bordovsky 
• Charlene Chatham 
• Peggy Chumchal 
• Lisa Farris 
• James Farris 
• Joan Fink 
• Elroy Fishbeck 
• Allan Gasch 
• Cindy Gasch 
• Andri Hannum 
• Irene Harbus 

• Colleen Heidaker 
• Kassidy Keith 
• Lois Kelch 
• Gary Valis 
• Matthew Wenzel 
• Susan Wenzel 
• Laura Worthy 
• Our Soldiers and their 

families 
 
 
 

NURSING HOME/
HOMEBOUND/ 
OUT OF TOWN 
• Annie Barcak 
• Ruby Colle 
• Eric & Gladys  
  Eckhardt 
• Liz Ewing 
• Viola Havlik 
• Patricia Hicks 
• Gerald Johnson 
• Lois Josephus 

• Renie Knape 
• Marilyn Muehlstein 
• Herbert Ogg 
• Robert Putnam 
• Betty Rathkamp 
• Wilfred Schoenfeld 



 

CONTACT US: 
 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
605 US Hwy 77A S 

PO Box 647 
Yoakum, TX 77995 
(Ph) 361-293-3033 
(Fax) 844-350-6102 

 
(Pastor Wenzel’s cell) 

325-977-2111 
 

www.holycrossyoakum.org 

staff@holycrossyoakum.org 
 

Lord’s Little Angels 
361-293-9203 

 

OFFICE HRS: 
 

Mon-Fri 8 am—5 pm  

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
P. O. Box 647 
Yoakum, TX  77995 

Return service requested 

Because 
Love 
Overpaid 
Our 
Debt 


