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January 2023 

2023 Church Council  
Members 

 

President: John A. Langhoff 

Vice President: Sharla Pohl 
Secretary: Danielle Pohl 

 
Bill Bergey, Charlene Kloesel,  
Jody Maneth, Donald Prause,  

Leslie Prause, David Soehnge, Debra Vinklarek 
 

Thank you to our retiring members for their 
dedicated service: 

Thomas Bland, Verlene Mikulenka, 
Gery Maneth 

 
Council Members and LCW Officers will be  
installed during the Saturday and Sunday  

worship services on Jan. 7th & 8th. 

 
The Council Retreat will be on 

Sunday, Jan. 8th at the home of John Langhoff 
right after the worship service 
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FROM PASTOR’S HEART 

     Do you know why we have the wise men as the last scene in our Drive-Thru Nativity and why they are to 
the left in our Nativity on the Altar?  It is because January 6 is the day of Epiphany, the day the Christian 
church celebrates the arrival of the wise men to the child, Jesus, and give homage to the newborn King.  I say 
“wise men,” depending on the translation or the song, you might know them as wise men, Magi, sages or even 
kings.  Usually they are described as astrologers, but the term used in the Greek New Testament implies an in-
terest in dreams, stars, and perhaps even magic.  They were from the East, presumably the area Babylon, the 
region where the Israelites had been taken into captivity 700 years earlier.  As to how many wise men there 
were, we simply don’t know.  Traditionally, the story says there were three men based on the three gifts they 
offered: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
     Gold, you know: a very expensive, precious metal, useful for the buying and selling of goods.  You’re prob-
ably less familiar with the other two gifts.  Frankincense is a tree resin that can be either dried into granules for 
burning or infused into an oil.  Myrrh is a spice, either dry or added to oils to be used for both perfume and for 
anointing.  Gifts from kings; gifts fit for a king. 
     What gifts are you giving to Jesus this year?  What kind of gifts have you brought that are worthy for the 
Newborn King?  It’s tempting to tap our wallets and checkbooks, thinking we bring Jesus our gifts of finances.  
How about our prayers and our praises?  That’s a good, sanctified answer.  Perhaps we owe him good, Chris-
tian living. 
     He doesn’t want any of those things.  Jesus doesn’t want you to bring to his crib your gold-plated, incense-
infused, myrrh-scented self-righteous life.  He doesn’t want your money.  He doesn’t want your goodness.  All 
Jesus wants from you is your sins, your guilt, and your shame.  That sounds backwards, doesn’t it?  Why, the 
Wise Men brought gifts fit for a King (gold, frankincense, and myrrh) shouldn’t we at least try to do the same, 
give him our best? 
     If Jesus were an earthly King, an earthly ruler, then yes, this might be true.  But Jesus is a different kind of 
King.  The perfect, holy, sinless Son of God, born of the Virgin Mary, announced by angels, witnessed by 
shepherds, whose name is Jesus, is a King who will save his people from their sins.  This is the only gift Jesus 
wants from you this Epiphany: your sins, because that’s the entire reason he came, to save you from those 
damned, I use that deliberately, and damning sins. 
     On this first month of the New Year, take all of the sins of the past and leave them with Jesus.  Don’t carry 
them any further.  Your sins of cursing and swearing, dishonoring your parents, speaking ill of our elected offi-
cials, hating the ex, yelling at the kids, gossiping, lying, stealing time from our employers, holding grudges; of 
having emotional affairs, alcohol and drug abuse, failing to love, honor and cherish your spouse; failing to fear, 
love and trust in God more than all the other things; thinking that you can make yourself better all by yourself.  
There are many more, those sins you try to bury deep within, but the guilt keeps dragging them to the surface; 
those things you try to shove into the dark corner of your memory, but the shame (the devil’s favorite lie that 
you should know better because you are a Christian!) keeps shining a light into those corners and illuminates 
them for you to remember.  Of these, all of these, give them to Jesus.  Bring them to the infant King in repent-
ance, confess them, and believe that Jesus came to take them for you. 
     Those are the gifts that Jesus wants.  You don’t have to wrap them up pretty; they don’t need bows and rib-
bons; they don’t deserve pretty wrappings.  Give them to Jesus with all their ugliness and nastiness. 
     Start the New Year fresh, free, and forgiven.  Jesus gives you the gift of forgiveness, destroying sin’s damn-
ing power.  He gives you the gift of joy, that you are no longer burdened by the weight of your griefs and 
shame.  Jesus gives you the gift of peace, that the relationship with God is restored and whole.  Jesus gives you 
the gift of salvation, that eternity with God is yours.  Jesus gives the gift of love, that you are able to share with 
those around you.  Jesus gives the gift of faith that enables your to say, “This is most certainly true.”  As 2022 
starts to pass away in our rear-view mirror, and as 2023 stands before us, I rejoice in the blessings of God given 
to Holy Cross in the year past and look forward to what is to come in the months ahead. 
 
God grant you his peace and joy in abundance. 
 
Pastor Alsen 
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Prayer was a holy habit practiced by Jesus Himself 
(see Mark 1:35; Luke 11:1).  The disciples who 
walked alongside Him witnessed a connection be-
tween His public life and ministry, and this habit of 
prayer.  It was a connection so significant, that they 
asked Jesus to teach them to pray (Luke 11:1).  
LCMC’s Three Days of Prayer is an opportunity for us 
to follow the Lord’s example and to come together as 
one across the association with a shared purpose: to 
pray.  Following are some suggested points of empha-
sis for each of the three days.  These are not only 
things to be prayed for, of course, but they can be 
points of daily emphasis that bring us all together as 
one in prayer.   
 

DAY ONE 
Pray for our Congregations and Leaders 
“Lord, we pray that You bless our congregations and 
leaders with your favor and with Your provision to 
carry out the ministry and mission You have in store 
for us.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.” 
 What can God do through almost 1,000 LCMC con-
gregations in the United States and overseas?  Would-
n’t it be wonderful if our testimony in the years to 
come, is that God was at work in and through our as-
sociation, drawing millions of people to faith in Jesus 
as Savior and Lord?  This is what can happen as the 
Holy Spirit empowers us to live lives of witness (Acts 
1:8), serve as ambassadors for the kingdom of God 
who have a message of life to proclaim (2 Corinthians 
5:20) and God-stories to share (1 Peter 3:15). 
 

DAY TWO 
Pray for those who don’t yet know Jesus 
as Savior and Lord, and for the Prodigals 
“Lord, give us Your heart for those who don’t yet 
know you as Savior and Lord, and for the prodigals.  
Create in us a boldness to love them and serve them 
and to share our God-stories with them as opportuni-
ties arise.  Open our eyes to be aware of everyday en-
counters in which we can minister Your love and Your 
power to those in need.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  
Amen.” 
 Our Lord Jesus came to seek and to save the lost 
(Luke 19:10).  And we know that our Heavenly Father 
is a father who joyfully welcomes home the prodigals.  
Let us pray that God will bring us together as one and 

the Lord might bring home the prodigals who have 
walked away from a life of faith with Him.  Let us 
pray that God might set them free from any wounded-
ness or deception that has driven them away from their 
relationship with Him and they might experience 
God’s love and acceptance and affirmation as His be-
loved sons and daughters. 
 

DAY THREE 
Pray for our International Partners 
“Thank You, Lord, that you have bound us together 
with these sister churches and leaders and partner 
networks.  We pray that You will give them protection 
and provision.  We pray that You will show us how we 
can come alongside them, encourage them, and serve 
with them.  Lord, grant our brothers and sisters Your 
favor in their cities, communities, and countries..  In 
Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.” 
 It is with and through our international partners that 
we are being empowered by God to live out this reali-
ty of being witnesses of what God has done in and 
through the life, death, and resurrection of His Son, 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  It is with and 
through our international partners we are enabled by 
God to live these lives of witness locally, regionally, 
and throughout entire countries.   

11th Annual Three Days of Prayer 
January 3-5, 2023 
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HELPFUL HINTS FOR 
MAKING CHRISTIAN RESOLUTIONS 

New Year resolutions usually deal with the physical 
instead of the spiritual.  Following are ideas to help 
you set spiritual goals. 
 READ YOUR BIBLE MORE.  If you need help 

choosing a translation, please speak with Pastor 
Wenzel.  He’ll be happy to help you find the one 
that’s best for you. 

 START PRAYER JOURNALING.  This could 
include things like Bible verses that are important 
to you; writing what is on your heart; list what you 
are thankful for; find at least one good thing that 
happened each day; remember prayers that He an-
swered; etc. 

 PLAY BIBLE GAMES.  Many Bible trivia and 
quiz games can be found online. 

 READ DAILY DEVOTIONALS.  Portals of Pray-
er are available from the church office in three siz-
es. 

 LISTEN TO PRAISE AND WORSHIP MUSIC.  
Where is the dial set on your car radio?  Even as 
background music, it will help your mind stay 
where it should. 

 WATCH CLEAN MOVIES.  They’re hard to find 
but they are out there. 

 REPRESENT YOUR FAITH BY THE WAY 
YOU DRESS.  Dressing modestly and respecting 
ourselves shows we treat our body as the temple of 
the Holy Spirit that it is. 

 TITHE.  The more you trust God with your financ-
es, the more He will bless you.  Even when your 
budget makes it seem like it’s impossible, it some-
how works out even with money given to the 
church. 

 ATTEND CHURCH REGULARLY.  It’s im-
portant to have regular fellowship with those of 
faith.  They not only offer support but can also of-
fer accountability and opportunities for service. 

 EVALUATE SIN IN YOUR LIFE.  It’s there but 
you’ve probably become numb to it.  Look closely 
at your habits and see where improvement can be 
made. 

 BE THE CHANGE.  If you want to see more love, 
show more love yourself.  Be the example that 
people around you begin to follow. 
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DISTRICT NEWS 

Pastor Bryce Formwalt is the Director of Mission Growth for the LCMC Texas District.  Residing in 
Georgetown, Pastor Bryce is available to coach congregations on mission.  Feel free to contact him with any 
questions or comments: 512-942-7776 or bryce@lcmctexas.org.  Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/
lcmctexas  

Time to Connect with  
Jesus and One Another 

It is that time of year again! As we ring in 2023 full of hope and anticipation, many will make New Year’s res-
olutions, resolving to improve one’s life by committing to new healthy habits. While diet and exercise are the 
most common and talked about, resolve this time of year is often ambitious and can touch many other aspects 
of life, including spiritual things. Each year, Christians make fresh commitments to bible study, prayer, wor-
ship, volunteerism, generosity, sharing faith, etc. 
 
Now I ask you to consider an invitation. Unlike a lot of New Year’s resolutions, this invitation doesn’t de-
mand significant life adjustment, but rather one small to medium-size step: schedule a time away to spend 
with Jesus and others. Jesus himself modeled this pattern with his disciples, perhaps most famously in the sto-
ry of his Transfiguration when he went up the mountain with Peter, James, and John. So that’s it: take a retreat 
away for unhurried time to connect with God and your brothers and sisters in Christ to simply be present with 
your Lord and one another. Pretty simple, right?!? 
 
Each February we plan a Winter Retreat in beautiful Concan, Texas on the Frio River. Thanks to gracious 
hosts, our retreat is very affordable. You can learn all about and register for this year’s retreat at 
www.lcmctexas.org/winter-retreat. It is a gift to all who attend and participate in it. When I describe our re-
treat to those who have never been, I often find myself saying that amazing things happen when we simply 
take the time to get away with God and one another. While it is true that we have retreat programs led by some 
fabulous guest leaders, the real leader is the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 
When the people of God come together for some intentional time away, God always shows up. We learn, we 
laugh, we love and are loved. As a voluntary association of churches, our strength and gift is most evident 
when we take the time to connect with one another. In our intentional time away with God and others we both 
give and receive blessing. And God strengthens and renews each one of us for the difficult journeys of disci-
pleship that surely await us when we return to our regularly scheduled lives in our own communities. 
 
This isn’t just for pastors, but for all God’s people. And this isn’t about just this one retreat that we happen to 
plan and host. Rather the invitation is for you to simp-
ly get away for some unhurried time with God and oth-
ers to give and receive blessing as God shows up to 
strengthen and renew Christ’s church. So what would 
it look like for you to take this step? Whether you re-
treat with us in Concan in February or make other 
plans, resolve to take time, go away, connect with Je-
sus and others.  
 
Chances are, like Peter on the Mount of Transfigura-
tion you will find yourself saying, “Lord, it is good for 
us to be here!” 

mailto:bryce@lcmctexas.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019SuRRIeAKoY2TXdAfQcsToFhg7zGGsNhnF27_2JIFoE3FmCTC9HLi_zzrwuuYhTie1phi_p73RY26AqvPV4eNohAOt-21dkimaMOouh8_EwVJU20fRoocz_pcXrdj9WQyVZ41AnP1APSMQn8B79-TKWZjrh7xe7bbWDXaS_q4Ttss_YbhCaUng==&c=41dNFZLyIJeFIEECL5E207KFHNWhAUaQQRdOZPmHZ
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019SuRRIeAKoY2TXdAfQcsToFhg7zGGsNhnF27_2JIFoE3FmCTC9HLi_zzrwuuYhTie1phi_p73RY26AqvPV4eNohAOt-21dkimaMOouh8_EwVJU20fRoocz_pcXrdj9WQyVZ41AnP1APSMQn8B79-TKWZjrh7xe7bbWDXaS_q4Ttss_YbhCaUng==&c=41dNFZLyIJeFIEECL5E207KFHNWhAUaQQRdOZPmHZ
https://lcmctexas.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3800674da192f59e10ff26377&id=f4cd3f8169&e=db1924e99d
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 The 2023 Offering Envelopes are now available for pickup. 
 All donations and offerings to be included in 2022 must be re-

ceived by January 8th. 
 Annual Reports are due in the church office by January 23rd 
 The Church Office will be closed on Monday, January 2nd. 
 Slots are still available to sign up for Altar Flowers, Radio Broad-

cast and Bulletin donations. 
 Portals of Prayer for January through March are available. 

Bible Study Opportunities 

 

Classes take place on Tuesdays at 4:00 pm & 

Sundays at 10:45 am. 

Join us as we learn from key strategies for help-

ing churches be more effective that it’s not 

about what you do but who you are and who 

you will become. 

Golden Nuggets  

Please join us on Tuesday, January 
17th at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall for fun, fellowship and great 
food!!  Everyone 55+ is welcome to 
join us!  *Please sign up no later than 
Sun, Jan. 15th if you plan to attend. 

MOVIE NIGHT returns on Sunday, January 22nd at 
4:00 p.m.  Refreshments will be served.  This 
month’s movie is “God’s Compass”.  It demonstrates 
the Lord’s universal truth that no matter what we face 
in life, there is a greater force, a greater wisdom that 
guides us when we follow God’s plan for our life, our 
“True NORTH.” 

Attention Readers!! 
 

Beginning in January, the weekly readings will be 
sent to you by e-mail instead of through the post of-
fice.  If you are continuing to receive your readings 
by mail, please call the 
church office and give us 
your e-mail address.  A 
printed copy will still be on 
the Lectern for you to use 
during the service. 
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Our December meeting consisted of our Christmas party at the 
Bahnhof Restaurant in Cuero.  With the gift exchange there was deli-
cious food, fellowship and memories to last for years. 
 
Our next meeting will be at 2:00 p.m. on January 5th.  Dorothy Mge-
broff and Doris Weiser will be the hostesses.  We hope to see every-
one there!!  HAPPY NEW YEAR!! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jan Boehm, President 

LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
Monthly Meeting 
January 5th, 2:00 pm 

 

Bible Study 
Will resume January 17th 

Tuesday, 4:00 p.m. 
 

Quilting 
Jan. 12th & 26th  9 am - 3 pm 

Help us recognize the contributions of young people and 
adults to the community on February 3, 9:30 am, as Holy 
Cross celebrates SCOUT SUNDAY.  Community scouts 
and leaders, past and present, are encouraged to wear their 
uniforms to the service as we celebrate the anniversary of 
scouting.   

Wonder of wonders The world is filled with wonders, writes      
Nathaniel Olson. Consider chemistry: Salt is formed by two      
poisonous substances (sodium and chlorine). The alnico magnet, 
the world’s strongest, contains three non-magnetic substances 
(aluminum, nickel and cobalt). And water consists of oxygen 
(which is flammable) and hydrogen (which burns easily); yet water 
puts out fires! That pales in comparison to the wonder of salvation 
through Jesus. Every day, Olson writes, Jesus transforms filthy, 
hopeless sinners into new, forgiven creations. “On the skid rows of 
our cities, in wealthy and poor homes, in jungles ... whenever any 
soul wants Christ, the wonder of the new birth is taking place.” 
Our God is the true Wonder of wonders. “None can com-
pare” (Psalm 40:5) 
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TRIALS AND ILLNESS 
• Debbie Bordovsky 
• Charlene Chatham 
• Peggy Chumchal 
• Carol Chumchal 
• Lisa Farris 
• James Farris 
• Joan Fink 
• Elroy Fishbeck 
• Joyce Foster 
• Allan Gasch 
• Cindy Gasch 
• Andri Hannum 

• Irene Harbus 
• Colleen Heidaker 
• Kassidy Keith 
• Lois Kelch 
• Jean Shindler 
• Gary Valis 
• Matthew Wenzel 
• Susan Wenzel 
• Laura Worthy 
• Our Soldiers and their 

families 
 
 

NURSING HOME/
HOMEBOUND/ 
OUT OF TOWN 
• Annie Barcak 
• Ruby Colle 
• Eric & Gladys  
  Eckhardt 
• Liz Ewing 
• Viola Havlik 
• Patricia Hicks 
• Gerald Johnson 
• Lois Josephus 
• Renie Knape 

• Marilyn Muehlstein 
• Herbert Ogg 
• Mary Pargmann 
• Robert Putnam 
• Betty Rathkamp 
• Audrey Schindler 
• Wilfred Schoenfeld 

 Coming up—Theological Open House.  
We discuss thought-provoking topics.  
Your opinions are hardly welcome. 

 All singles are invited to join us Friday at 
7 p.m. for the annual Christmas sing-
alone. 

 Thursday night—potluck supper.  Prayer 
and medication to follow. 

 Remember in prayer the many who are 
sick of our church and the community. 

 For those of you who have children and 
don’t know it, we have a nursery down-
stairs. 

 The rosebud on the altar this morning is to 
announce the birth of David Alan Belzer, 
the sin of Rev. and Mrs. Julius Belzer. 

 This afternoon there will be a meeting in 
the south and north ends of the church.  
Children will be baptized at both ends. 



 

CONTACT US: 
 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
605 US Hwy 77A S 

PO Box 647 
Yoakum, TX 77995 
(Ph) 361-293-3033 
(Fax) 844-350-6102 

 
(Pastor Wenzel’s cell) 

325-977-2111 
 

www.holycrossyoakum.org 

staff@holycrossyoakum.org 
 

Lord’s Little Angels 
361-293-9203 

 

OFFICE HRS: 
 

Mon-Fri 8 am—12 pm 
1:15 pm—5:00 pm  

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
P. O. Box 647 
Yoakum, TX  77995 

Return service requested 

constant 

scripture 

investigation 


