
POLKA WORSHIP  

SERVICE 
Saturday, November 12th 

4:30 p.m. 

Join us as we worship the Lord by praising Him through this 

lively German music thanks to the Polka Spirit Band from 

Shiner. 

 

Following the service we will have a presentation for Shirley 

Kuehn and Donna Macha as retiring members of the Bereave-

ment Committee along with plaques presented to Audrey 

Schindler and Cindy Gasch in thankfulness for their many 

years of organ/piano accompaniment to our worship services. C
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November 2022 

Community Thanksgiving  
Worship Service 

 
 

Sunday, November 20th, 5:30 p.m. 
 Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

605 US Hwy 77a South, Yoakum 

 
Immediately after the service, we will have fellowship with 

coffee, tea, and desserts. 
(Members are asked to bring desserts to the church office 

by Friday, Nov. 18th.) 
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FROM PASTOR’S HEART 

“Wholehearted Gratitude” 
 
     This month we celebrate Thanksgiving.  So you might be thinking that I will be talking about thankfulness 
and how thankful we should be, but will a lack of thankfulness really be the problem on Thanksgiving?  Alt-
hough it is always good to remember to give thanks and to encourage others to do the same, the Thanksgiving 
holiday will more or less do that for us.   
     Therefore, in spite of all the encouragement to give thanks this month or during the Thanksgiving week, 
there will be one thing that is missing in many people’s thanksgiving.  To whom will they give that thanks?  
There will be lots of thanks, but the sad truth is that most people won’t really know whom they are thanking 
on Thanksgiving Day.  I feel that the one thing our nation needs, in fact, the one thing that all mankind needs 
is the knowledge of the one who deserves our thanks, which brings to mind the words of Psalm 9:1: “I will 
give thanks to the Lord with all my whole heart; I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.” 
     Didn’t the Psalmist have a beautiful attitude?  It is so very important to be not stingy toward or not holding 
anything back in our gratitude to God.  I have never met anyone who has not liked to be thanked when thanks-
giving was due.  Surely God, too, appreciates it when we tell him that we know that all we have ultimately has 
come to us by his grace, generosity and love.  Surely God wants us to have the humility to admit that without 
his goodness and kindness toward us life wouldn’t be worth living. 
     Thanksgiving offers us an opportunity simply to ponder the mystery and majesty of God’s wonderful crea-
tion, this earth, which brings forth its abundant bounty to feed and clothe us: the birds and the animals, which 
make their contribution to our welfare and happiness; the flowers and the tress, which delight our eyes and 
cheer our spirits; the sparkling rain and white snow, when it gets cold enough, which provide us with precious 
water.  Just look at your tables on Thanksgiving and the beauty of God’s bounty for us.  Even though it is only 
a small sampling we realize the magnitude of his generosity in which he provides for us.   
     Perhaps we might be more grateful to God if we fell upon hard times for a while.  Don’t you think that if 
we had to rummage and ransack for food, or went hungry for a length of time, we would be in a more proper 
frame of mind to celebrate Thanksgiving?  Somehow those who have a little and then get enough to make life 
just a little easier know better how to be thankful. 
     Most of us aren’t direct descendants of those who came over on the Mayflower, but nothing could bring us 
closer to the spirit of those first settlers than being profoundly grateful to God.  How wonderful it would be if 
each of us slipped off alone at some time on Thanksgiving Day, had some quiet private time with God and ex-
pressed our love and thanks to him.  It wouldn’t have to be anything formal.  Just a little heart-to-heart talk 
with our heavenly Father, telling him how much life means to us, how appreciative we are of our families and 
friends, how much we love this blessed and beautiful country with all our cherished freedoms, how grateful 
we are for the church that keeps reminding us of his love through his son, Jesus, and offering us an opportuni-
ty to serve our fellowman.  There is so much for which we can be thankful to God. 
     We have life in this world, life with its challenges and blessings and times of joy and ecstasy.  Life with its 
occasional pain, but also life with its excitement and victories and surprises and times of incomparable inspira-
tion when we feel lifted out of ourselves into the very presence of the living God.  How can anyone be un-
grateful?  How can anyone fail to thank God for the sheer joy of living, whatever our circumstances. 
     There are many lessons we could learn from the 
Psalmist who taught us about filling our hearts with 
thanksgiving, not just once a year but every day.  
However, let us not look at our lives this month in 
terms of what our purpose is.  Let us ask God to 
show us his purpose for us that is greater than day to 
day circumstances and then begin to practice praying 
with thanksgiving and with wholehearted gratitude. 
     Have a blessed and wonderful Thanksgiving and 
let us remember God’s Word to us: “I will give 
thanks to the Lord with my whole heart; I will tell of 
all your wonderful deeds.”  See you in church. 
 
Pastor Alsen 
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Congregational Meeting 
 

Holy Cross Church Council is looking for voting members that are willing to serve on council 
for a 3 year term beginning in January, 2023.  If you are willing to serve the church in this 
capacity or would like to nominate someone (with their permission), please  contact Thomas 
Bland at 862-324-1239.  We would like 5 candidates for the November 13th ballot and appre-
ciate everyone's prayerful consideration of the request.  
 

Mark your calendars now for the Congregational Meeting on Sunday, Nov. 13th, after the 
9:30 worship service.  Please make plans to attend so that your voice may be heard and your vote counted 
on issues that matter to our congregation and its ministry.  As a reminder, our church constitution defines vot-
ing members as such: 
 
B. Confirmed members are baptized persons who have been confirmed in this congregation, those who have 

been received by adult baptism, or by transfer as confirmed members from other Lutheran congregation, 
or baptized persons received by affirmation of faith. 

C. Voting members are confirmed members.  Such confirmed members shall have communed and made a con-
tribution of record during the current or preceding year. 

D. Associate members are persons holding membership in other Christian congregations who wish to retain 
such membership but desire to participate in the life and mission of this congregation.  They have all the 
privileges and duties of membership except voting rights and eligibility for elected offices or membership 
on the Congregation Council of this congregation.   (C8.02.BCD) 

 
 If you have any questions regarding your personal status as a voting member, please contact Pastor Wenzel 
 or Thomas Bland and they will be happy to speak with you. 
 
TENTATIVE MEETING AGENDA: 
1. Call to Order              5.  Approval of 2023 church budget 
2. Opening Prayer             6.  Announcements 
3. Establish quorum            7.  Adjourn meeting 
4. Election of new council members 

To show our love and gratefulness for every-
thing Pastor Wenzel has done for our church 
family, his yard was filled with these little 
lambs for Pastor Appreciation Sunday.   
 
“We thank EWE for being the best pastor! 
          From: Your Flock 
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ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 

During All Saints weekend, November 5th & 6th, we will remember those who in the past year 
have finished their service here on earth and now rest in the Lord’s care.  Family members are 
welcome to light a candle in memory of their loved ones during these worship services. 
 
 
Those we will be remembering are:   
 
Richard Josephus Sr.        Ann Sapp 
Carolyn Frank           Loraine Monse 
Larry Zaruba            Anita Hagens 
John Langhoff           Luella Dvorak 
Bill Haas              Geraldine Mitchell 

Psalm 23 for Tech Heads 
 

The Lord is my programmer, I shall not crash. 
He installed His software on the hard disk of my heart. 

All of His commands are user friendly. 
His directory guides me to the right choices for His name’s sake. 

Even though I scroll through the problems of life, 
I will fear no bugs, for He is my back-up. 

His password protects me. 
He prepares a menu before me in the presence of my enemies. 

His help is only a keystroke away. 
Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life 

and my file will be merged with His and saved forever.  Amen. 
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DISTRICT NEWS!! 

Competition or Cooperation? 

Pastor Bryce Formwalt is the Director of Mission Growth for the LCMC Texas District.  Feel free 
to contact him with any questions or comments: 512-942-7776 or bryce@lcmctexas.org.   

  Since the earliest days of the church, followers of Jesus have struggled with division and disunity, so 
it does not come as a surprise when we encounter it in the church today. It is common for me to visit a 
church and hear members speak with envy about what the other churches in their community are doing. 
And I get it: I have spent countless hours strategizing how my church could gain in “market share” so to 
speak! Too often we view our church in competition with others. 

  It is easy to see how this disunity and division must grieve God, especially the attitudes that seek 
gains for one congregation at the expense of another! But I also see that God may be at work in a myste-
rious way through our earthly divisions. I profess a Lutheran faith because I believe it to be faithful and 
true as I read scripture. But I also know faithful Methodists, Baptists, Catholics, Anglicans, and others 
who would earnestly say the same thing about their faith. And I do not think that it is God’s desire that we 
lock ourselves in a room together until we have hashed out an agreed upon faith so that there would be 
just one church on earth! Instead, the diversity of the church might be a part of God’s plan to reach the 
masses. 

  Christian author Ed Stetzer is famous for saying that it will take all kinds of churches to reach all 
kinds of people. And while I still hold to the truth of our Lutheran faith, Stetzer makes a point that is worth 
paying attention to. What if churches stopped viewing one another as competition? What if we started to 
see that together we are on the same team and each playing a different role towards a common goal? 
What if the prize to be won were the unchurched instead of the “other-churched?” What if Christian com-
munities celebrated one another’s kingdom victories instead of being jealous of them? 

  Truth is that even within the Lutheran church, and even within our own association of congregations, 
we can view other Lutheran churches as threats. And if our primary target audience is the people in the 
community who identify themselves as Lutherans then that might be true since the pool of Lutherans is 
growing smaller and smaller by the day! But if our primary target audience is the people in the communi-
ty who do not yet follow Jesus, then there is an abundant supply! 

  Jesus promises that the harvest is plentiful and states that the workers are few. Both statements are 
true, but we cannot mistake one for another: Churches should not be in competition for a finite pool of 
Jesus’ followers, whether Lutheran or not. Instead, churches are called to collaborate and celebrate the 
harvest-gathering, kingdom-building work of the whole church of Jesus Christ no matter what name or 
denomination is on the church sign. How might God be calling you and your church rethink your role in 
your community, especially in how you think of and relate to other congregations? I pray that we discover 
a unity of purpose even in our diversity of understanding as we move beyond competition to cooperation. 

mailto:bryce@lcmctexas.org
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Saturday Worship Services will be at 4:30 pm 
instead of  5:00 pm beginning Nov.12th. 

POINSETTIAS! 
  

Christmas poinsettias will be $12.00 each this year.  
The last day to order and pay will be December 4th.  

You have 5 weeks to sign up.  Sign-up sheets will be in the Nar-
thex and Church Office beginning Oct. 30th or you may call Mar-
lene Boone at 293-3069 .  Please make checks payable to LCW 
and note “for poinsettias”.  Checks can be placed in the offering 
plate or brought by the church office. 

The Church Office will be closed on Thurs-
day & Friday, Nov. 24-25 for the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday. 

REMEMBER to turn your clocks back an 
hour before bed on Saturday, Nov. 5th. 

Members of Holy Cross, 
Thanks for all the prayers and get 
well cards and phone calls.  All is 
well and progress is ongoing. 
   Ron Boehm 

Bible Study  

Opportunities 
 
Classes take place on  

Tuesdays at 4:00 pm & 

Sundays at 10:45 am. 

There will be two 
services on 
Christmas Eve 
this year, 4:30 
pm & 7 pm.  We 
are in need of ushers and a reader 
for the 4:30 pm Christmas Eve 
Service and the 9:30 am Christ-
mas Day Service.  If you plan on 
attending either of these and can 
serve, please call Susan in the 
church office. 

Golden Nuggets  
 
Please join us on Tuesday, November 15th 
at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall for fun, 
fellowship and great food!!  Everyone 55+ 
is welcome to join us! 
*Please sign up no later than Sun, Nov. 
13th if you plan to attend. 

Will NOT take place in Novem-
ber or December due to the hol-
idays. 
 
Movie Night will resume on 
January 22nd. 

Susan will be out of the office 
on Thurs & Fri (Nov. 10th & 
11th) and on vacation the 
week of Thanksgiving. 
We are in need of members to 
sign up to cover the phone  

           and doorbell on these days. 
PLEASE NOTE: If we cannot find anyone to 
work in the office on Monday, Nov. 21st, the 
church office will be closed because it is 
Pastor’s day off. 
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The short meeting on October 6th 
was called to order by President Jan 
Boehm.  
 
Old business:   
• We are still seeking officer vol-

unteers for 2023.    
• Food Bank nonperishables have 

been delivered.   
• The organizing of fabrics for 

sewing ladies is completed.  
• Faith and Ginger reported that 

we have 27 enrolled to attend 
the Women’s Retreat, Saturday, 
November 12.  We are now 
opening registration to others.  

 
New business—money for Christ-
mas poinsettias will be collected by 
Secretary Susan and thru the offer-
ing plate. Jan will verify if Marlene 
and Jean will purchase the plants 
again.   

The meeting was adjourned.  
 
Wonderful snacks were served by 
hostesses Dorothy and Doris 
 
Faith presented our program-- 
“Sweater Pumpkins Crafts.” She 
carefully demonstrated, instructed, 
and patiently and lovingly encour-
aged all in attendance in the art of 
making pumpkins out of old sweat-
ers.  Who knew old sweaters could 
be so fun and festive!!!!!!!  We had 
a marvelous time working together, 
laughing, and sharing the joy of 
Christian fellowship and sisterly 
love.  Thank you, Faith, for being a 
special light in our afternoon and 
now in our homes as we proudly 
display our new treasurers with 
such fond memories and evidence 
of God’s love of laughter, fellow-
ship and sharing. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jan Boehm, President 

LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Monthly Meeting 
 

Thur. Nov. 3rd  
Program:  Buildings of Yoakum 

 

Bible Study 
Every Tuesday, 4:00 p.m. 

 

Quilting 
Nov. 10th  9:00 a.m. 

 

The decision of  where to meet for our Christmas party 
and what to do for our Annual Christmas gift will be de-
cided at the November meeting.  Ladies, please try to at-
tend our meetings, especially the November meeting.  We 
are having an especially informative and interesting presen-
tation about the buildings of  Yoakum!!!! Please support 
our presenters who put so much time and energy in their 
programs!! Remember, as a member of  Holy Cross, ladies 
you are all members of  LCW!!!! 
We miss you!!!! Come join us!! 
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The Sinking Ship And Life Lesson 
 
A couple went for a cruise tour to enjoy their private honeymoon while leaving their children 
at home. Unfortunately, the cruise ship was sinking due to catastrophic weather condition. The 
couple finally made their way to the lifeboat area but there was only space for one person left. 
The man jumped onto the lifeboat, leaving his wife on the sinking ship…The wife stood on the 
sinking ship and shouted to her husband saying… 

The teacher paused the above story and asked her students in the classroom, “Let us guess. 
What do you think she shouted to her husband?”  Most students answered altogether: “I hate 
you! I was blinded by love!”  The teacher noticed that there was a student who sat quietly and 
asked him. The student answered, “Teacher, I believe she would have shouted – Take care of 
our children!”  The teacher was shocked and asked: “Have you heard this story before?”  The 
student shook his head and said, “Nope, but before my mother passed away to disease, she told 
my father the exact same words!”  The teacher was amazed and praised: “Your answer is ex-
cellent!”   The cruise sunk and the man returned home and brought up their children single-
handedly. 

Many years later after the death of the man, their daughter who had been accusing her father 
found her father’s diary while tidying his belongings, and she found out the truth.  It turns out 
that when her parents went onto the cruise ship, the mother was already diagnosed with an in-
curable disease. During the crucial moment on the sinking ship, her father rushed to the only 
space left on the lifeboat.  He wrote in his diary, “I wanted to sink with you together on the 
sinking cruise. But for our children, I could only let you sink alone into the deep cold ocean 
bed.” The daughter burst into tears after reading this diary. 

The teacher finished the story and the whole class went silent.  The teacher knew that her stu-
dents had understood the moral of the story that she wanted to pass on to them. In this world 
there are good and evil. Sometimes the situation could be very complicated and indistinguisha-
ble of good and bad.  So, we must not jump to conclusion easily and look at the surface only. 
We must not make hasty decision or assumption without any attempt of investigation or using 
our critical thinking. We must not judge others without understanding them first. We shouldn’t 
judge a book by its cover. 
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TRIALS AND ILLNESS 
• Ron Boehm 
• Debbie Bordovsky 
• Rosemary Byrnes 
• Peggy Chumchal 
• Lisa Farris 
• James Farris 
• Elroy Fishbeck 
• Allan Gasch 
• Cindy Gasch 
• Esequiel Gonzales 
• Kassidy Keith 

• Lois Kelch 
• Larry Macha 
• Debra Presley 
• Rev. Van Antwerp 
• Laura Worthy 
• Robert Zissa 
• Our Soldiers and their 

families 
 
 
 
 

NURSING HOME/
HOMEBOUND/ 
OUT OF TOWN 
• Annie Barcak 
• Eric & Gladys  
  Eckhardt 
• Liz Ewing 
• Viola Havlik 
• Patricia Hicks 
• Gerald Johnson 
• Lois Josephus 
• Renie Knape 

• Marilyn Muehlstein 
• Herbert Ogg 
• Robert Putnam 
• Betty Rathkamp 
• Wilfred Schoenfeld 

 

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2Then 
he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 3"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heav-
en.4"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  5"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the 
earth.6"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.7"Blessed are the mer-
ciful, for they will receive mercy. 8"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God9"Blessed are the peace-
makers, for they will be called children of God.10"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.11"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in 

the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.  (Matthew 5:1-12) 



 

CONTACT US: 
 

Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church 

 
605 US Hwy 77A S 

PO Box 647 
Yoakum, TX 77995 
(Ph) 361-293-3033 
(Fax) 844-350-6102 

 
(Pastor Wenzel’s cell) 

325-977-2111 
 

www.holycrossyoakum.org 

staff@holycrossyoakum.org 
 

Lord’s Little Angels 
361-293-9203 

 

OFFICE HRS: 
 

Mon-Fri 8 am - 5 pm  

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
P. O. Box 647 
Yoakum, TX  77995 

Return service requested 

God  
Answers 
Prayers 


