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May 2024  

 A mom is more than someone who wipes noses, changes diapers and 
worse! A mom is the one who holds the greatest influence on her children. 
She steers the course of their hearts toward certain values and beliefs. She is 
the strength her children turn to, the love they count on, and the inspiration 
they look to. 
 
 Thatôs what makes Motherôs Day so special. And why we love them so 
much.  So, moms, we salute you today as we share these 10 facts about 
Motherôs Day! 
 
1. 22 million phones will ring on Motherôs Day.   
2. Greeting cards top this list of Motherôs Day gifts.  Other ways to say, ñI 
love you, mom!ò are flowers, special outings, gift cards, clothing, jewel-
ry, and family work days to spruce up her house. 

3. Motherôs Day was made official on May 9, 1014. 
4. Motherôs Day is the busiest restaurant day of the year.  More than 1/3 of 
American adults will vye for a table to celebrate mom. 

5. Americanôs spend about $35.7 billion dollars on Motherôs Day.   
6. The carnation is the official flower of Motherôs Day.  White carnations 
to honor deceased mothers and red to celebrate the living. 

7. Motherôs Day is the third most-attended church service.  Easter and 
Christmas are wonderful but thereôs something about mom that makes 
people want to show reverence and focus on faith and family. 

8. What momôs want most according to a survey is to have their husband 
take on all household chores for the day.   

9. Most women in the U.S. have their first child in their twenties.  The av-
erage of first-time mothers is 27. 

10. American moms are influencing 73.1 million children. 
 
 Momôs, donôt underestimate your power 
to impact future generations.  Your love, 
long hours, and unrelenting dedication to 
your children can change the course of this 
nation for good! 

* Taken from: https://momsforamerica.us/blog/10-facts-about-mothers-day-you-may-not-know/ 
Posted May 7, 2023. 
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FROM  PASTORõS HEART  

     May 12, 2024 is Motherôs Day, a day Hallmark 
Cards tells us, weôre to honor our moms.  If you note a 
tinge of cynicism, itôs only because, at least according 
to Moses, who got it from God himself, weôre to hon-
or our moms and dads every day, not just on one day.  
But still, it is good, right and salutary to take one day, 
a special day, and honor our mothers in some special 
way.  And we will do that on May 11 & 12, 2024 as 
we will celebrate Motherôs Day. 
     Now, for many, Motherôs Day is a bittersweet day. 
¶ For some of you, your mother has died.  You canôt 
send your mom a card or give her a call on that 
day, like you did for so many years. 

¶ Some of us are estranged from our mothers. 
¶ Some donôt know their mothers. 
¶ Some want desperately to be mothers and canôt be 
for some reason or other. 

¶ Some have been abandoned or abused by their 
mothers. 

¶ Some have mothers addicted to drugs, alcohol or 
their career. 

¶ Some mothers have passed their addictions on to 
their children. 

     And because mothers are dear reflective souls, 
Motherôs Day becomes a day of breast beating reflec-
tion on how theyôre doing, or how they did as moth-
ers.  Certainly the best they knew how . . . But then 
again how often the best isnôt or wasnôt quite good 
enough. 
¶ Many mothers (even though they may get the ob-
ligatory bouquet of flowers and someone else 
cooking) feel like failures as mothers, especially 
when they compare themselves to the Proverbs 31 
woman (whether theyôve read Proverbs 31 or not) 
a proverb about what a good woman is like, one 
who puts Superwoman to shame. 

¶ Or because their kids didnôt turn out so well, or 
walked away from the faith. 

¶ Some women want desperately to be mothers but 
God has not given them the gift of children. 

¶ On the other hand, some have tragically lost chil-
dren. 

¶ Some dear mothers have miscarried children. 
¶ Some have aborted their children. 
     So, for many, Motherôs Day is a mixed bag and itôs 
a mixed bag because the world in which we live con-
fuses things.  It tells women, ñDo something important 
with your lifeò when God says, ñWhatôs important is 
sitting at the supper table staring at you.ò 
     In answer to the question, what do you do, some 
mothers answer, I'm just a mom.  One of the most 

honored callings under Godôs heaven belittled by the 
word just.  Just a mom.  We never say ñjust a lawyer,ò 
ñjust a nurse,ò ñjust a surgeon,ò ñjust a pilot.ò  But we 
do say ñjust a mom.ò  And when we do, we diminish 
what God has highly honored.  Speaking of mother 
(and fatherhood), Martin Luther in his Large Cate-
chism said that ñthere is a majesty concealed within 
them.ò  What Luther was saying is that the vocation of 
mother is adorned with spectacular majesty, although 
itôs a majesty not unlike Godôs, concealed, hidden 
from eyes that choose not to see things the way God 
sees them.  In Godôs eyes, thereôs no vocation higher 
than parent, father and mother.  Every other vocation 
is in service to the family. 
     But we live in an upside down world.  Our world 
tells women, ñMotherhood is a hindrance.  Children 
are a drag.  Theyôll hold you back.  If you want to do 
something important with your life and if you want 
nice stuff, you have to limit those things.ò  So what 
does the world offer women?  Deliverance from the 
ñburdenò of children.  How?  
     Through the legal opportunity and social expecta-
tion to exercise ña womanôs rightò to ñchooseò  
¶ fewer children,  
¶ not this child (for now infanticide is actually legal 
in not just a few states in this union) 

¶ no children right now,  
¶ or no children ever. 
The world likes to imagine a thousand different pro-
fessions, positions and careers more esteemed than 
motherhood.  
     In a famous quote about mothers, Joseph Cardinal 
Mindszenty, a Hungarian Cardinal from the last centu-
ry wrote: ñThe most important person on earth is a 
mother.  She cannot claim the honor of having built 
Notre Dame Cathedral.  She need not.  She has built 
something more magnificent than any cathedral, a 
dwelling for an immortal soul, the tiny perfection of 
her babyôs body.  The angels have not been blessed 
with such a grace.  They cannot share in Godôs crea-
tive miracle to bring new saints to heaven.  Only a hu-
man mother can.  Mothers are closer to God the crea-
tor than any other creature; God joins forces with 
mothers in performing this act of creation . . . What on 
Godôs good earth is more glorious than this: to be a 
mother?ò 
     Consider the hats a mother wears: chef; dietician; 
nurse; philosopher; cosmologist; mathematician; phy-
sician; lawyer; judge; spiritual director; moral com-
pass; teacher of discernment, aesthetics, manners, tem-
perance, and modesty; financier, life coach; personal 
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Congratulations to our Easter Coloring Contest Winners! 
 
1st place 5 & under  2nd place 5 & under   Age 6-11     Adult 

manager; home organizer; chauffeur; referee; head 
janitor; imager of the church; and, example of faithful-
ness and respect to her husband.  In short, a mother is 
a shaper of souls for time and for eternity.  Her call-
ing, along with fatherhood, is the greatest and highest 
vocation on earth. 
     Such an incredible, high calling, motherhood is.  
And so far to fall off the pedestal of perfect mother-
hood, or perfect fatherhood for that matter, an impos-
sible task, with so many avenues for failure, and with 
that failure, guilt.  Never good enough.  Nev-
er perfect enough.  Never right enough.  Never (you 
name your own, never something enough.)  And the 
tyranny of being ñenoughò eats away at the soul.  
     But this, sisters and brothers in Jesus Christ, this is 
where our Jesus comes in.  This is where the cross 
comes in.  This is where the church comes in, or it 
should come in with the God given Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 
¶ With Jesusô blood bought forgiveness, even for 
you. 

¶ With Godôs resplendent grace, even for you. 
¶ With Christôs tender mercy, even for you. 
     For who we are, and how God sees us isnôt deter-
mined by our ñenoughnessò  or how well weôve meas-
ured up, but by how well our Savior measured up. 
     When, in the middle of the worst possible time, 
Satan, the old accuser drags our sins before us -  
¶ pointing out our failings,  
¶ demonstrating our ineptitude, 
¶ Reminding us that weôre really not enough of any-
thing thatôs good, 

¶ Dragging us back through the mud weôve made in 
our life. 

     Know this though: By Christôs dying and rising, 
God has forgiven our sins.  Jesus forgives the sins of 
mothers against their children and childrenôs sins 
against their mothers.  Heôs nailed them to his old rug-
ged cross.  Heôs drowned them in the flood waters of 
our Baptism.  Heôs risen victorious over our enemy.  
We are forgiven.  We are at peace or at least we can be 
now, because in Jesus Christ, God is at peace with us.  
We are free.  Free to give thanks to God for our moth-
ers. 
     And redeemed by Jesus Christ, if youôre are a 
mom, you can dare to see the spectacular majesty con-
cealed within your blessed role of being a mom.  For 
there is no greater vocation on earth than Godôs cho-
sen means to bring children into this world and, like-
wise through parents, to bring children into Christôs 
kingdom of forgiveness through Holy Baptism.  Hap-
py Motherôs Day! 
 
Pastor Alsen 
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Hilarious Struggles That Every Parent Will Relate To: 
æoª~{ Lj]hjªô« ,rpj«® *]|]h]ç 

 

My 9-year-old has wanted to bake a cake for weeks, and today after I fin-

r«qjh µ~ªy µj or|]zz· hrh r®Ú  )jr|p «~ e¯«· {j]|« r®ô« j]«· ®~ o~ªpj® ]e~¯® 

making memories with my kids.  I can tell she loved every one of the four 

minutes of it before she went to watch TV and left me to do it all. 

 

My 13-year-~zh «]rh «qj µ]« «rfy ~o ªjz]®r´j« ]«yr|p qjªÕ ñ5~µô« «fq~~zÛò  6 

µ]|®jh ®~ y|~µ µq]® «qj µ~¯zh §ªjojªÕ ]|h «qj «]rh «qj µ]|®« ®~ ej ]«yjh ro ®qjªjô« ]|· 

drama at school. 

 

My 6-year-~zh «]rh ®q]® µqj| «qj pª~µ« ¯§ «qj µ]|®« ®~ ej ] ñfq]r|«]µ p¯·Úò  ?~® «¯ªj 

if she means a professional tree trimmer or a serial killer in a hockey mask. 

             On behalf of the members of Holy Cross Lutheran Church, we would   
             like to congratulate our high school seniors on their hard work and  
             accomplishments and wish them Godõs blessings on their future  
             endeavors. 
             òDonõt let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an  
             example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, and in  
             purity.ó  (1 Timothy 4:12) 

 

Aubrie Jendrzey - (daughter of Chris and Liz Jendrzey) will be attending Texas A&M 

University in College Station to earn a degree in public health before going on to become a 
physicianôs assistant. 
 

Aaron Lehnert - (grandson of Larry & Darlene Lehnert) will be attending the Job Corp in 

San Marcos.         
 

Madilynn Steinmann - (daughter of Phillip & Tammy Steinmann) will be attending Na-

varro College for 2 years and playing softball before going on to become a veterinarian. 
 
 

Heavenly Father, we lift our graduates before You.  We thank you for these we love and for the 
work you are continuing to do in their lives.  We ask that you make their way clear, keep their 
footsteps firm, and remind them that You are with them always.  Direct their steps that Your 
plans for them would prosper and allow the gifts you have blessed them with to grow, develop, 
and flourish.  In Jesusô name,  Amen. 
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DISTRICT NEWS!!  

tŀǎǘƻǊ .ǊȅŎŜ CƻǊƳǿŀƭǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ DǊƻǿǘƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [/a/ ¢ŜȄŀǎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ  wŜǎƛŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ DŜƻǊƎŜǘƻǿƴΣ 
tŀǎǘƻǊ .ǊȅŎŜ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻŀŎƘ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴǎ ƻƴ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ  CŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƘƛƳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ƻǊ 
ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΥ рмн-фпн-тттс ƻǊ ōǊȅŎŜϪƭŎƳŎǘŜȄŀǎΦƻǊƎΦ  [ƛƪŜ ǳǎ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΥ ǿǿǿΦŦŀŎŜōƻƻƪΦŎƻƳκƭŎƳŎǘŜȄŀǎ  

We Are Family 

See what great love the Father has given us that we should be called Godôs childrenðand we are!ï 1John 3:1 
 
I have recently been thinking about how rich the image of family is as a metaphor for the church. Lutheran 
Congregations in Mission for Christ is an association of congregations and ñfamilyò is a great word to describe 
who we are together and how we relate to one another. We have unity in a common confession of faith and a 
mission to make new disciples of Jesus in the world. Yet we also celebrate our freedom in Christ that leads to 
diverse expressions of worship and ministry as each family member lives out their faith differently as each is 
uniquely called and positioned in the Kingdom of God. 
 
As family we connect, communicate, care for one another, forgive one another, share in each otherôs joys and 
sorrows, help one another in times of need, hold one another accountable, offer and receive advice and counsel 
and respect that each family member is ultimately responsible for themselves and their own decisions. Not on-
ly is this a good and helpful understanding for our association, but also for the individual members of a local 
congregation. The brothers and sisters of Christ gathered in a local church are called into a family relationship. 
When we are attentive to our church family and live into these relationships well, not only are we blessed by 
the relationship, but we bear witness to Godôs love to the world, too! 
 
All too often the world sees Christians and the church as unkind, unwelcoming, judgmental, and primarily in-
terested in controlling behaviors according to what the world sees as an antiquated moral code. Unfortunately, 
some of this reputation is warranted. We probably all are familiar with people and churches that reflect this 
reality. Yet Godôs desire for the church is to be the family of God and to lovingly relate to one another in ways 
that reflect the heart of Christ. If Christians do not love one another, forgive one another, enjoy one another or 
care for one another, then what does that say about us to the world? 
 
God calls us to be family. We are united in our identity 
as children of God and co-heirs with Christ. In Godôs 
Spirit we are to love one another as Christ loves us, truly 
caring for one another. As you greet one another, meet 
with one another, worship and serve with one another, 
remember that we are family. It will change the way you 
see and relate to the people you attend church with. And 
the world will take notice, too. To quote an unbelieverôs 
observation of the early church: ñBehold! How they love 
one another.ò  

mailto:bryce@lcmctexas.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019SuRRIeAKoY2TXdAfQcsToFhg7zGGsNhnF27_2JIFoE3FmCTC9HLi_zzrwuuYhTie1phi_p73RY26AqvPV4eNohAOt-21dkimaMOouh8_EwVJU20fRoocz_pcXrdj9WQyVZ41AnP1APSMQn8B79-TKWZjrh7xe7bbWDXaS_q4Ttss_YbhCaUng==&c=41dNFZLyIJeFIEECL5E207KFHNWhAUaQQRdOZPmHZ
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 On April 4th, we held our monthly meeting of our 
ladiesô group.  We welcomed four ladies from the 
United Methodist Church in Yoakum. 
 Pastor Wenzel opened the meeting with a prayer and 
then presented a program on John 19:23.  We are very 
thankful to him for doing that.   
 We discussed our summer trip in June.  Wimberly 
and San Marcos were suggested locations.  We will 
vote on it in the May meeting. 
 The program for the May meeting will be on chair 
exercises.  Everyone is welcome to join us. 
 Refreshments were served by Charlene Kloesel and 

Mabel Hickey.  Jan Boehm and Christi Rollins will be 
the May hostesses. 
 
Submitted by: Charlene Kloesel 

LUTHERAN  CHURCH  W OMEN  
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Join us on Sunday, May 26th for 
our monthly fellowship and 

MOVIE NIGHT!   
 
The movie starts at 4:00 p.m.  Re-
freshments will be served.  This 
monthôs movie is ñHeaven is 
Waitingò. 

Bible Study  

Classes 
 
Classes take place on Tues-

days at 4:00 pm & Sundays 

at 10:45 am  

 
In the book of Romans, topics covered will be: 
Grace Alone, Godôs Wrath, Peace and Joy, Justified 
by Faith, Dead to Sin, and Future Glory. 

GOLDEN NUGGETS 
 
Please join us for Golden Nuggets on Tuesday, 
May 21st at 11:30 a.m. 
 
A home-cooked meal, sing-a-long, fellowship, 
and door prizes are enjoyed by everyone who at-
tends.  Please prayerfully consider returning to 
Golden Nuggets if you have not attended lately.   
It means more to others than youôll ever know. 
 
In order to have enough food, we ask that you call 
the church office no later than Friday, May 19th to 
let us know you are coming.   

 

Susan (church secretary) 
will be going on vacation 
June 3rd-7th.  Please 
check your calendars and 
see when you will be avail-
able to answer the phone 
and the door in her  
absence. 
Mornings - 9 to noon 
Afternoons - 1 to 4 

Please call the church office and let her know 
when you can help.  THANK YOU!!! 
Where is she going??  No one knowsé.but you can 
guess.  Thereõs a sheet on the desk in the church 
office, the person whose guess comes the clos-
est, will win a souvenir when she gets back. 

The Church Office will be 

closed on Monday,  

May 27th.  

HONOR OUR  
GRADUATES!  
 
During the 9:30 am Worship  
Service on Sunday, May 19th 
we will be recognizing our 
graduates. 
 
If you have a family member that will be graduat-
ing from a college, university, or other school, and 
would like them recognized, please contact the 
church office as soon as possible. 
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We praise God for bringing in two more 
members into our family of faith. 
 
Hayden Joseph Dekowski, son of Dalena 
and Devan Dekowski, was born on October 
10, 2023 and baptized at Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church, Yoakum, on April 7, 2024 
 
Charlie Gene Sobarzo, son of Lindsey and 
Daniel Sobarzo, was born on June 12, 2023 
and baptized at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 
Yoakum, on April 7, 2024.   
 
 
Our sympathy and prayers from the family of 
Holy Cross goes to the family of Mary Parg-
mann who passed to her heavenly home on 
April 18, 2024.  May God bring peace and 
comfort to this family in their time of mourn-
ing. 

"®®k|®s~| L¯sz®kª«Ó   
 
Prk >+W L¯sz® Nr~§ r^« ^| ~´kª-
^f¯|i^|gk ~p p^fªsg «~ µk ^ªk r^´ã
s|q ^ gzk^ª^|gk «^zkÓ Wk r^´k z~®« ~p 
fk^¯®sp¯z gz~®rÎ  7p ·~¯ ^ªk z~~ys|q 
p~ª p^fªsgÏ §zk^«k ´s«s® ¯« ~| ®rk À|i 
^|i Â®r ?~|i^·« ~p ®rk {~|®r pª~{ 
Ç ^{ ®~ À §{Î 
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TRIALS AND ILLNESS 
¶ Ron Boehm 
¶ Carol Chumchal 
¶ Steve Davis 
¶ Joan Fink 
¶ Joe Guerrero 
¶ Hallie Hall 
¶ Joseph Hartmann 
¶ Fritz Holy 
¶ Joy Janak 
¶ Wanda Kaiser 
¶ John Langhoff 
¶ Morgan Lemke 

¶ Jacqueline Meyer 
¶ Dorothy Mgebroff 
¶ Carlos Morales 
¶ Denette Moss 
¶ Tammy Neeley 
¶ Judith Russell 
¶ David Schlamb 
¶ Angel Shirley 
¶ Edwin Steinmann 
¶ Michael Svetlik 
¶ Mona Welke 
¶ Dennis Wenzel 
¶ Zane Wenzel 

¶ Ruby Wiggingon 
¶ Our Soldiers and their 
families 

 
NURSING HOME/
HOMEBOUND/ 
OUT OF TOWN 
¶ Patricia Hicks 
¶ Gerald Johnson 
¶ Lois Josephus 
¶ Annie Mae Kremling 
¶ Lillian Mantey 
¶ Nancy & George Migl 

¶ James Moore 
¶ Bob Putnam 
¶ Betty Rathkamp 

These homebound family members and friends would gladly take phone calls or visits from our 
church family. Please remember them in your daily prayers. 



 

CONTACT US: 
 

Iƻƭȅ /Ǌƻǎǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
слр ¦{ Iǿȅ тт! { 
th .ƻȄ спт 

¸ƻŀƪǳƳΣ ¢· ттффр 
όtƘύ осм-нфо-олоо 
όCŀȄύ упп-орл-смлн 

 
όtŀǎǘƻǊ ²ŜƴȊŜƭΩǎ ŎŜƭƭύ 
онр-фтт-нммм 

 
ǿǿǿΦƘƻƭȅŎǊƻǎǎȅƻŀƪǳƳΦƻǊƎ 

ǎǘŀũϪƘƻƭȅŎǊƻǎǎȅƻŀƪǳƳΦƻǊƎ 
 

[ƻǊŘΩǎ [ƛǧƭŜ !ƴƎŜƭǎ 
осм-нфо-фнло 

 

OFFICE HRS: 
 

aƻƴ-CǊƛ у ŀƳτр ǇƳ  

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
�3�����2�����%�R�[��������  
�<�R�D�N�X�P�����7�;��������������  

�5�H�W�X�U�Q���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���U�H�T�X�H�V�W�H�G  

Satan 

Persistantly 

Attacks 

Me 


